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(57) ABSTRACT

An apparatus and system for use in determining location of a
celestial body are presented. The apparatus comprises: a
polarizer comprising an array of polarized light filter cells and
a light sensor array. The array of polarized light filter cells
comprises at least a first polarization direction and a second
polarization direction different from said first polarization
direction. And the polarizer thereby produces polarized light
of at least first and second different polarizations. The light
sensor array is configured to receive the polarized light from
the polarizer and produce data indicative of a pattern of at
least one of light polarization intensity and direction. The
pattern is indicative of at least one of azimuth and elevation of
the celestial body to be located.
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FIG.5

Focus light onto an array of polarized light filter cells, each cell

comprises a first polarized filter having a first polarization direction and

a second polarized filter having a second polarization direction
different from said first polarization direction

l

Produce image data from light received through said first and second

polarized filters

Derive polarization pattern based on said image data
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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
NAVIGATION

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Simple and accurate geo-positioning based on solar move-
ments have long been a goal of navigational instruments.
Similarly, fast and dependable fixes of ‘true north’ while in
some cases available from GPS, remains a tedious and time
consuming chore for engineering, military, land surveying,
airborne, sports and maritime uses. Detection of solar radia-
tion and atmospheric conditions have long been the goal of
climate forecast and green energy industries. Similarly, fast
and low cost measurement of solar radiation and atmospheric
particles, while in some cases can be provided by, for
example, an active laser instrument, remains an expensive
and time-consuming chore for climatology and green energy
engineering.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention may provide an
apparatus including: an array of polarized light filter cells,
each cell including a first polarized filter having a first polar-
ization direction and a second polarized filter having a second
polarization direction, said second polarization direction dif-
ferent from said first polarization direction. The second polar-
ization direction may be substantially perpendicular to said
first polarization direction. The filter cells may be arranged in
co-centered rings.

The apparatus includes a first light sensor to produce data
from light received through said first polarized filter and a
second light sensor to produce data from light received
through said second polarized filter. The first and second light
sensors may be comprised in an array of light sensors, having
at least one light sensor juxtaposed to each polarized filter.
The apparatus may further include an optical system, which
may define a light collection surface configured to collect
input light and direct it onto said array of polarized light
filters, or may be accommodated between said array of polar-
ized light filters and the array of light sensors.

According to some embodiments, the apparatus is associ-
ated with (e.g. comprises) a processing unit to derive polar-
ization pattern based on said data produced by the array of
light sensors. The processing unit may be for calculating at
least one of intensity and direction of polarization by mea-
suring a difference between a light intensity received through
said first polarized filter and a light intensity received through
said second polarized filter and for deriving said polarization
pattern based on said calculations. The processing unit may
be for calculating location data of a celestial body based on
said polarization pattern, for example, at least one of azimuth
and elevation of the celestial body. The processing unit may
be for calculating navigational data based on said location
data of a celestial body. The processing unit may calculate
navigational data further based on complementary data stored
in a memory.

An apparatus according to some embodiments of the
present invention may further include a wavelength separator
to separate at least one wavelength band from light directed
by said optical system. A processor unit in the apparatus may
calculate a pattern of polarized light in at least one wavelength
band separated by the wavelength separator. The wavelength
separator may include an array of color filters arranged in
groups of at least one color filter, each group being juxtaposed
to a polarized filter.
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According to some embodiments of the present invention,
the apparatus may include a memory for storing complemen-
tary data of at least one of a list comprising a sun path table,
an astronomical chart, a calendar chart, an ephemeris table, a
time standard, a skylight polarization chart, a calibrated chart
of true north, magnetic north and grid north.

Further according to some embodiments of the present
inventions, the apparatus may comprise an inclinometer for
detecting the inclination of said apparatus.

Additionally, embodiments of the present invention may
provide a method, the method may include: directing light
onto an array of polarized light filter cells, each cell may
include a first polarized filter having a first polarization direc-
tion and a second polarized filter having a second polarization
direction different from said first polarization direction. The
second polarization direction substantially perpendicular to
said first polarization direction.

The method may further include producing data from light
received through said first polarized filter by a first light
sensor and through said second polarized filter by a second
light sensor; and deriving polarization pattern based on said
data.

According to some embodiments, the method may further
include calculating at least one of intensity and direction of
polarization by measuring the difference between the light
intensity received through said first polarized filter and the
light intensity received through said second polarized filter
and creating said polarization pattern based on said calcula-
tions.

According to some embodiments of the present invention,
the method may further include separating at least one wave-
length band from said directed light. The calculation of a
pattern of polarized light may be in at least one separated
wavelength band.

According to some embodiments of the present invention,
the method may further include detecting the inclination of
said apparatus.

According to some embodiments of the present invention,
the method may further include calculating location data of a
celestial body based on said polarization pattern. The location
data may include at least one of azimuth and elevation of said
celestial body.

According to some embodiments of the present invention,
the method may further include calculating navigational data
based on said location data of a celestial body. In some
embodiment of the present invention, the calculation of navi-
gational data may further be based on complementary data
stored in a memory.

Thus according to a broad aspect of the present invention
there is provided an apparatus for use in determining location
of a celestial body comprising: a polarizer comprising an
array of polarized light filter cells comprising at least a first
polarization direction and a second polarization direction
different from said first polarization direction, said polarizer
thereby producing polarized light of at least first and second
different polarizations; and a light sensor array configured to
receive the polarized light from said polarizer and produce
data indicative of a pattern of at least one of light polarization
intensity and direction, said pattern being indicative of at least
one of azimuth and elevation of the celestial body. The second
polarization direction may be substantially perpendicular to
said first polarization direction. Alternatively or additionally
the polarizer may comprise circular array of said polarized
filter cells arranged in the form of co-centric rings. The polar-
izer may comprise at least a region thereof configured as a
radial polarizer and/or at least a region thereof configured as
a tangential polarizer.



US 9,109,947 B2

3

According to some embodiments the sensor array is con-
figured to provide said data indicative of the pattern of at least
one of light polarization intensity and direction in the form of
analogue signal corresponding to a difference in intensity of
detected light passed through the filter cells of different polar-
ization directions.

According to some other embodiments the apparatus com-
prises a processing unit configured and operable to receive
and process the data indicative of the pattern of at least one of
light polarization intensity and direction, to derive therefrom
apolarization pattern, and utilizing the polarization pattern to
determine said at least one of azimuth and elevation of the
celestial body. The processing unit may be configured and
operable for calculating at least one of intensity and direction
of collected light polarization by measuring a difference
between light intensity received through polarized filter cell
having said first polarization direction and light intensity
received through polarized filter cell having said second
polarization direction and for deriving said polarization pat-
tern based on said calculations.

The processing unit may be configured and operable for
utilizing the detected azimuth and/or elevation of the celestial
body for determining at least one of the following parameters:
(a) location of said apparatus, (b) time of measurement, (c)
headings of said apparatus (d) location of said starts. The
processing unit may be configured for calculating naviga-
tional data based on said at least one of azimuth and elevation
of said celestial body.

According to some embodiments the apparatus comprises
a wavelength selective filter configured to separate at least
one wavelength band from the input light. In such embodi-
ments, where the apparatus comprises a processing unit, the
later may be configured and operable for calculating the
polarization pattern for at least one wavelength band. The
wavelength selective filter may comprise one or more groups
of filter cells comprising one or more filter cells configured to
allow passage of at least two wavelength bands different from
each other, each group being associated with corresponding
polarized filter.

According to some embodiments of the present invention
the apparatus comprises a memory unit configured and oper-
able for storing complementary data of at least one of a list
comprising a sun path table, an astronomical chart, a calendar
chart, an ephemeris table, a time standard, a skylight polar-
ization chart, a calibrated chart of true north, magnetic north
and grid north.

According to some embodiments of the present invention,
the apparatus is associated with an inclinometer for detecting
the inclination of said apparatus with respect to a predeter-
mined plane.

The apparatus may be configured to define a certain effec-
tive aperture, wherein the polarizer may be aligned with the
entire or with a part of the effective aperture. The sensor array
may thereby concurrently produce the data indicative of the
pattern of at least one of light polarization intensity and direc-
tion, and data indicative of an image formed by light passing
towards the sensor array through a part of the effective aper-
ture outside said part aligned with the polarizer.

The apparatus may define one or more fields of view and
may be configured and operable to concurrently direct light
collected with said one or more field of view onto said light
sensor array.

The apparatus may comprise an optical system comprising
one or more optical elements accommodated upstream or
downstream of the polarizer, or at both sides of the polarizer.

According to one other broad aspect of the present inven-
tion there is provided a method for use in determining loca-
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tion of a celestial body. The method comprising: directing
ambient light through an array of at least two polarized light
filter cells comprising filter cells having a first polarization
direction and filter cells having a second polarization direc-
tion different from said first polarization direction; detecting
light components passing through said at least two filter cells
of'the first and second polarization directions by a light sensor
unit comprising at least two light sensor elements, and pro-
ducing detection data indicative of a polarization pattern of
said ambient light by detecting a difference in intensity of the
detected light components; and processing the data indicative
of the polarization pattern and identifying at least one of
azimuth and elevation of'said celestial body. The method may
comprise calculating navigational data based on said location
data of a celestial body.

According to yet another broad aspect of the present inven-
tion there is provided a system for use in determining navi-
gational data. The system comprising a polarizer comprising
an array of polarized light filter cells comprising at least a first
polarization direction and a second polarization direction
different from said first polarization direction, said polarizer
thereby producing polarized light of at least first and second
different polarizations; and a light sensor array configured to
receive the polarized light from said polarizer and produce
data indicative of a pattern of at least one of light polarization
intensity and direction, said pattern being indicative of a
location of the celestial body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter regarded as the invention is particularly
pointed out and distinctly claimed in the concluding portion
of' the specification. The invention, however, both as to orga-
nization and method of operation, together with objects, fea-
tures, and advantages thereof, may best be understood by
reference to the following detailed description when read
with the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional schematic illustration of an
apparatus for navigation according to some embodiments of
the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary polarizer
according to some embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a partial schematic illustration of a polarization
detection unit apparatus according to some embodiments of
the present invention;

FIGS. 4A and 4B are schematic illustrations of polarization
patterns which may be derived by a processing unit according
to some embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a schematic flowchart illustrating a method for
navigation according to some embodiments of the present
invention;

FIGS. 6 A-6D illustrate three examples of a system or appa-
ratus for identifying location of a celestial body according to
embodiments of the present invention, wherein FIGS. 6 A and
6B illustrate how the invention can be used in a camera unit,
by incorporating full or partial polarizer in the camera unit
respectively, FIG. 6C illustrates the use of the invention in a
handheld device utilizing overlying and divided optical path;
and FIG. 6D illustrates an apparatus configured for naviga-
tion and utilizing the principles of the invention; and

FIGS. 7A-7D exemplify image data collected by a system
according to the present invention and a use of such image
data for determining location of the Sun, being an example of
a celestial body to be located and/or defining the apparatus
true north headings.

It will be appreciated that for simplicity and clarity of
illustration, elements shown in the figures have not necessar-
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ily been drawn to scale. For example, the dimensions of some
of'the elements may be exaggerated relative to other elements
for clarity. Further, where considered appropriate, reference
numerals may be repeated among the figures to indicate cor-
responding or analogous elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT
INVENTION

In the following detailed description, numerous specific
details are set forth in order to provide a thorough understand-
ing of the invention. However, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that the present invention may be practiced
without these specific details. In other instances, well-known
methods, procedures, and components have not been
described in detail so as not to obscure the present invention.

Reference is now made to FIG. 1, which is a cross-sectional
schematic illustration of an apparatus 10 for navigation
according to some embodiments of the present invention.
Apparatus 10 includes a polarizer 120 and a light sensor unit
220, and is associated with a processing unit 200. As shown in
the figure, the apparatus may also include an optical system
110.

Optical system 110 may direct and/or focus light rays onto
polarizer 120. In the present not limiting example, the optical
system 110 is accommodated to define a light collection
surface of the apparatus for collecting input light and direct-
ing it onto the polarizer. It should however be noted that in
some configurations optical system 110 may be accommo-
dated to collect light passing through polarizer 120 and direct
it onto the light sensor unit 220. Optical system 110 may
include single or multiple optical elements such as, for
example, a lens, a lenslet array, micro-lenses, pinhole, fiber
optics, waveguides, mirror/s or other suitable optical ele-
ments. In some embodiments, the same optical system 110 or
an additional optical unit may be used to include optical
zoom, moving optical elements and/or focus systems. It
should be noted that optical system 110 may be configured as
a light collection surface for apparatus 10 and according to
some embodiments optical system 110 may be a simple trans-
parent window configured to protect the apparatus from the
surrounding, e.g. block dust particles. As indicated above, the
optical system 110 may be configured to direct light passing
through the polarizer unit 120 onto the sensor unit 220.
According to some embodiments, certain elements of the
optical system 110 are located upstream to the polarizer unit
120 with respect to direction of collected light propagation,
while some other elements of system 110 are located down-
stream to polarizer unit 120 with respect to the collected light
propagation direction.

Polarizer 120 may include an array of polarized light filters
(shown in FIG. 2). Polarizer 120 may pass light components
which are linearly polarized in a direction complying with the
design of polarizer 120 and substantially block linearly polar-
ized light components which are not complying with the
design of the appropriate filter on the polarizer 120. As well
known in the art, the intensity of light and/or shift in wave-
length emerging from the polarizer 120 varies with respect to
the polarization angle (state) of the input light in accordance
with the orientation of the preferred plane of polarization of
the polarizer device. The polarized light which passes
through polarizer 120 may create a pattern of polarization
intensity and/or direction of the absorbed light which is
directed (e.g. reflected and/or projected) onto light sensor
220. For the purposes of this specification, the term “pattern”
may include, but not limited to, a vector of values, a map of
scales, or any other conventional meaning of the term “pat-
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tern”. For example, polarizer unit 120 may be configured as a
radial polarizer, axial (tangential) polarizer, or a combination
of different polarization directions along the polarizer unit
120. Generally speaking, the sensor array and the polarizer
are arranged such that different light sensors and/or groups of
light sensors (pixels of a sensor array) and/or part of the light
sensor array receives coupled light components of different
polarizations, or a light sensor (pixel) receives light having a
certain distribution (preferably narrow distribution) of polar-
ization type/orientation.

When the optical system 110 directs and/or focuses onto
polarizer 120 skylight (i.e. the radiation originated in the Sun
and reflected and/or scattered by the atmosphere towards
earth) or earthlight (i.e. the reflected and/or scattered skylight
from earth), the pattern of polarization may enable obtaining
navigational data by apparatus 10.

Light sensor 220 may include, for example, an image sen-
sor. Light sensor 220 may include an array of light sensor
cells that convert an optical signal to an electrical signal, such
as, for example, an array of Avalanche Photodiodes (APD), a
charge-coupled device (CCD), a complementary metal-ox-
ide-semiconductor (CMOS), an active-pixel sensor (APS) or
other suitable light sensor. According to some embodiments
light sensor unit 220 may include at least two optical detector
elements, e.g. two photo sensitive diodes or more. Light sen-
sor 220 may produce data, for example, image data or other
data related to the received light, and transmit the data to
processing unit 200, which may record, analyze, process,
store, compress, transmit, reconstruct, convert and/or derive
data based on the produced data. In some embodiments, the
produced data may not include an image, but may be limited
to for example data about light intensity, a direction of polar-
ized light intensities or other limited information that may be
insufficient to create an image.

Polarizer 120 may include for example two or more kinds
of polarization filters (such as those shown in FIG. 3) having
corresponding two different polarization directions, for
example, substantially perpendicular to each other or at other
discernable angles. The polarized light which passes through
polarizer 120 may create a pattern of polarization intensity
and/or direction of the light projected onto light sensor 220.
Based on the data produced by light sensor 220, processing
unit 200 may calculate direction and/or intensity of the polar-
ization of polarized light absorbed by different areas on light
sensor 220. For example, processing unit 200 may calculate
direction and/or intensity of the polarization by measuring the
difference between the light intensities received through the
two different kinds of polarization filters by respective two or
more different areas on light sensor 220, thus, for example,
deriving the polarization pattern. Based on the polarization
pattern, processing unit 200 may obtain navigational data
such as, for example, time, true-north, location, directional
and/or other useful data. Processing unit 200 may obtain the
navigational data, for example, by determining location of a
celestial body such as the sun, stars or moon, for example,
based on one or more derived polarization patterns.

In some embodiments, apparatus 10 may be directed so
that optical system 110 may direct and/or focus skylight onto
polarizer 120. Apparatus 10 may be installed on a directable
platform such as, for example, a watch, a helmet, sun glasses,
a handheld device, a vehicle, mapping and/or surveying
equipment, communication and/or timekeeping hardware, or
any other suitable platform. According to some embodi-
ments, apparatus 10 may be a part of an existing imaging
system which may have other imaging elements as well as
intended for other imaging applications. In such configura-
tions elements 110, 120, 130, 200, 220, 12 may be inserted
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along the optical flow (optical path) of the existing imaging
system and cover all or a part of an effective aperture of the
system. For example, elements of the apparatus 10 are
embedded and/or added along a civilian imaging system,
where elements 110, 120, 130 are inserted into the optical part
of'the imaging system and elements 200, 220 and 240 are part
of the image processing unit of the civilian imaging system.
The optical system 110 may be directed towards the zenith,
for example, in order to collect skylight, with a wide or
narrow field of view, onto polarizer 120, and/or in order to
facilitate obtaining the location and navigational data. Alter-
natively, for example in cases of airborne and/or space borne
uses, optical system 110 may be directed towards the nadir
below and/or above the airborne platform and thus, for
example, directing and/or focusing onto polarizer 120 reflec-
tion and/or scattering of skylight from ground. Additionally
or alternatively, in some exemplary embodiments apparatus
10 may include a sensor module 240, which may include at
least one orientation sensor such as, for example, global posi-
tioning system (GPS), inertial measurement unit (IMU),
accelerometer, gyrometer, inclinometer, magnetic compass,
altimeter, velocimeteror any other suitable sensor, in order to
establish the orientation in space of apparatus 10 and/or
motion information such as acceleration, velocity and/or dis-
tance of travel in space of apparatus 10. The establishment of
orientation may include bearings in 6 degrees of freedom. In
other embodiments, external orientation sensors such as
mechanical, electronical, optical and/or visual odometer sen-
sors may be used, for example, when apparatus 10 spins on a
shaft encoder with its rotation axis aligned with the zenith-
nadir vector while attached to a moving vehicle. Processing
unit 200 may use the sensed orientation and/or motion infor-
mation of apparatus 10 in order to compensate for the orien-
tation of apparatus 10 in space, when calculating navigational
data based on data received from light sensor 220. For
example, in case the inclination of apparatus 10 deviates from
being directed to the zenith or nadir, processing unit 200 may
compensate for the deviated inclination when calculating
location of a celestial body and/or when processing dead
reckoning calculation, i.e. estimating current location based
upon a previously determined location.

In some embodiments, apparatus 10 may be used under-
water, for example by receiving skylight underwater and ana-
lyzing polarization pattern of skylight as discussed in detail
above.

In addition to data received from light sensor 220, process-
ing unit 200 may use complementary data to calculate the
navigational data. The complementary data may include
navigational and/or astronomical data, such as, for example,
sun path tables, astronomical charts, calendar charts, ephem-
eris tables, time standards, skylight polarization charts, cali-
brated charts of true north, magnetic north and grid north,
and/or any other data which may facilitate calculation of
navigational data by processing unit 200. The complementary
data may be received by processing unit 200, for example,
from sources external to apparatus 10. Additionally or alter-
natively, processing unit 200 may receive the complementary
data from an internal memory and/or from a memory which
may be included in or otherwise associated with apparatus 10,
which may store the complementary data.

Processing unit 200 may determine location of a celestial
body such as the sun, stars or moon based on derived polar-
ization pattern of skylight or earthlight. For example, process-
ing unit 200 may determine the location of the celestial body
in any celestial coordinates such as, for example, azimuth
and/or elevation of the celestial body, for example the sun or
moon, based on the derived polarization pattern. Processing
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unit 200 may deduce, for example, the true north, by combin-
ing the determined location of the celestial body with math-
ematical path and/or path tables of the celestial body and date
and/or time data. The date and time data may be received by
processing unit 200 from a source external to apparatus 10 or
from sensor module 240, which may also include a timekeep-
ing device such as, for example, a clock, a real time computer
clock, clock oscillators and/or mechanical, electronic, optics
and/or atomics chronometers. The path tables of the celestial
body may include, for example, the daily mathematical path
of'the celestial body, e.g., the elevation and azimuth of the sun
during the day, in different times of the year and global
locations.

Based on the path tables of celestial body, date information
and the location of celestial body determined by processing
unit 200, processing unit 200 may calculate the global posi-
tion of apparatus 10. Alternatively, processing unit 200 may
receive global position data of apparatus 10, for example,
from a global positioning system, a user interface and/or via
a communication link external or internal to apparatus 10.
Based on the global position data, path tables of celestial body
and the location of celestial body determined by processing
unit 200, processing unit 200 may deduce the time of the year,
e.g. date information, for example in case processing unit 200
does not receive or obtain the date information from other
sources.

Additionally or alternatively, processing unit 200 may
obtain a timeline of the celestial body locations, for example,
by accumulating the determined locations of a celestial body
during at least a certain period of time. Based on the obtained
timeline, processing unit 200 may deduce an approximated
path of the celestial body, which may be used by processing
unit for determination of time, date, real north and/or global
position of apparatus 10.

In some embodiments of the present invention, apparatus
10 may include a wavelength separator 130. Wavelength
separator 130 may separate one or more wavelength bands
from the polarized light. Therefore, the polarized light which
passes through polarizer 120 and wavelength separator 130
may create a pattern of polarization intensity and/or wave-
length shift/filtering and/or direction for a certain wavelength
band or for several wavelength bands, and such pattern may
be projected onto light sensor 220. Wavelength separator 130
may include, for example, a color filter array such as, for
example, a Bayer filter. Additionally or alternatively, wave-
length separator 130 may include a trichroic beam splitter
prism, bandpass and/or longpass and/or edgepass colored
filters, dielectric mirrors, and/or any suitable wavelength
separator. Although the example of FIG. 1 shows wavelength
separator 130 between polarizer 120 and light sensor 220,
other embodiments of the present invention may include
other configurations, for example, so that polarizer 120 may
receive the filtered light that passed through wavelength sepa-
rator 130, on which the light may be directed and/or focused
by optical system 110.

Different wavelength bands, which may be separated by
wavelength separator 130, may be used by processing unit
200 for obtaining information such as atmospheric condi-
tions, pollution levels, cloud densities, humidity, etc. Process-
ing unit 200 may compare the diftferent kinds of information
and/or, for example, eliminate and/or measure the effect of
pollution, clouds, humidity and/or other phenomena on the
polarization pattern, for example in order to obtain more
accurate navigational data based on the detected polarization
pattern. For example, the polarization pattern of clear skies
may be best viewed in the wavelength band around 450 nm,
i.e. in the blue and violet colors. However, large particles
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which may be typical for pollution or clouds may scatter, and
therefore be polarized, at the red and near infra red wave-
length band, i.e. around 650 nm.

Apparatus 10 may be powered by an internal or external
power source (not shown), such as for example, a battery,
solar cells and/or other suitable power source. Additionally,
apparatus 10 may include at least one antenna and/or wired
and/or wireless circuitry (not shown), for example, in order to
receive power and/or information from external power
sources, data links, data bases and/or additional sensors and
devices.

Reference is now made to FIG. 2, a schematic illustration
of an exemplary polarizer 120 according to some embodi-
ments of the present invention. Polarizer 120 may include an
array of polarized light filter cells 121. Each cell 121 may
include at least two polarized filters 125 and 126, having
respective different directions of polarization, for example,
substantially perpendicular to each other. Polarized filter cells
121 may be arranged in co-centered rings 122, for example in
a disk shape. Other shapes and configurations may be used.
One or more of polarized filters 125 and 126 may be juxta-
posedto atleast one light sensor cell in an array of light sensor
cells which may constitute light sensor 220 described above
with reference to FIG. 1. Thus, light sensor 220 may produce
data from light received through polarized filters 125 and 126
in each cell 121. Cells 121 may be identical to each other or
may include variations in the angles of filters 125 and 126.
Higher number of cells 121 in polarizer 120 may enable
higher imaging resolution by light sensor 220, limited by the
maximal resolution of light sensor 220. The number of cells
121 in polarizer 120 may be determined by the dimensions of
cells 121 and/or the number of rings 122. Additionally, the
location of cells 121 may be shifted in each ring 122 relative
to cells 121 in other rings 122, for example in a measure 129,
which may enhance the imaging resolution of the polarization
pattern by light sensor 220.

In some embodiments of the present invention polarizer
120 may include optical retardation plates and/or depolariz-
ers such as: Cornu depolarizer, Lyot depolarizer, Wedge
depolarizer and/or other suitable depolarizer, for example on
at least a portion of polarizer disc 120. Additionally or alter-
natively, in some embodiments, polarizer 120 may include
active and/or passive optical elements such as wave plates,
retarders, quarter-wave plate, half-wave plate, Faraday rota-
tor, liquid crystals (L.Cs) and/or fiber optics or any other
suitable element which may be used to increase the imaging
resolution of the light polarization pattern. Other embodi-
ments of the present invention may include other configura-
tions, for example, so that polarizer 120 may receive the
filtered light that passed through a wave plate, on which the
light may be directed and/or focused by optical system 110.

In order to derive the polarization pattern of the light,
processing unit 200 may calculate intensity and/or direction
of polarization of light received through each cell 121, for
example by measuring a difference between light intensities
received through polarized filters 125 and 126 in each cell
121.

Reference is now made to FIG. 3, which is a partial sche-
matic illustration of a polarization detection element 300 of
apparatus 10 according to some embodiments of the present
invention. Polarization detection unit 300 may include a cell
121 including polarized filters 125 and 126, color filter arrays
135 which may be included in wavelength separator 130 and
light sensor cells 225 which may be included in light sensor
220. Color filter arrays 135 may be identical to each other.
Each of color filter arrays 135 may include several color
filters 137, for example four color filters 137 including color
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filters of at least three different colors, such as, for example, a
Bayer filter. In other embodiments, color filter arrays may
include another number of color filters 137 and/or another
number of or different colors. Color filter arrays 135 may be
juxtaposed to one of polarized filters 125 and 126. Light
sensor 220 may include at least one light sensor cell 225 for
each color filter 137. Thus, for example, each sensor cell 225
may absorb polarized light in a particular direction, intensity
and wavelength.

Therefore, for example, processing unit 200 may calculate
separately for each wavelength separated by wavelength
separator 130 the intensity and/or direction of polarization of
the absorbed light, and may use the data as described in detail
with reference to FIG. 1.

Reference is now made to FIGS. 4A and 4B, which are
schematic illustrations of polarization patterns which may be
derived by processing unit 200 according to some embodi-
ments of the present invention. Arrows 410 illustrate the
e-vectors of the light, i.e. direction and intensity of the polar-
ization of light derived by processing unit 200, wherein the
length and width of arrows 410 is respective to intensity of the
linear polarization and the direction of arrows 410 is respec-
tive to the direction of linear polarization. In this exemplary
embodiment, the center of light sensor 220 is aligned with the
zenith 450, and a field of view of 180 degrees is captured by
light sensor 220. FIG. 4A shows the polarization pattern
derived by processing unit 200 at dawn, when the sun’s eleva-
tion 480 is below the horizon and the sun’s azimuth 490 is
directed to the west. FIG. 4B shows the polarization pattern
derived by processing unit 200 at solar noon, when the sun’s
elevation 480 is the highest in the sky nearest the zenith 450
during the day and the sun’s azimuth 490 is directed to the
south.

Azimuth line 490 of the sun may be deduced by processing
unit 200, for example, by finding a line pivoted at the zenith
450 which passes through all atmospheric evaluation rings
430 and perpendicular to all e-vectors it passes through. As a
result the azimuth line 490 is perpendicular to and halves the
e-vector having the highest intensity. Therefore, processing
unit 200 may find the e-vector having the highest intensity
along azimuth line 290.

Elevation 480 may be deduced by processing unit 200, for
example, by measuring the distance between the zenith 450
and the middle point of the c-vector having the highest inten-
sity. As mentioned above, both points are located on azimuth
line 490. Alternatively, in case the sun is within field of view
of apparatus 10, elevation 480 may be deduced from the
detection of direct sun rays. Other embodiments of the
present invention may include additional e-vector represen-
tations, for example, so that the processing unit 200 may
deduce the polarization information using Stokes parameters
description and/or any related atmospheric and general scat-
tering theories. In some embodiments, general scattering
theories are used in order to compute the accuracy of the
apparatus 10 outputs. For example, the apparatus 10 may
provide an output of the true north headings at resolution of
one milliradian with an error indication of half milliradian as
derived from the differences between the scattering theories
and the actual computed information from the skylight radia-
tion passed through the polarizer 120.

Reference is now made to FIG. 5, which is a schematic
flowchart illustrating a method for navigation according to
some embodiments of the present invention. As indicated in
block 510, the method may include directing light onto an
array of polarized light filter cells 121. As described in detail
above, light filter cell 121 may comprises a first polarized
filter 125 having a first polarization direction and a second
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polarized filter 126 having a second polarization direction
different from the first polarization direction. For example,
the polarization directions of filters 125 and 126 may be
substantially perpendicular to each other. As indicated in
block 520, the method may include producing data from light
received through polarized filters 125 and 126. As indicated in
block 530, the method may include deriving polarization
pattern based on the produced data. The deriving of the polar-
ization pattern may be performed by calculating at least one
of intensity and direction of polarization by measuring the
difference between the light intensity received through polar-
ized filters 125 and 126. Based on the derived polarization
pattern, for example by using theory of skylight scattering,
location data of a celestial body may be calculated, such as,
for example, azimuth and/or elevation of the celestial body.
Based on the calculated location data of a celestial body
navigational data may be calculated, optionally by using also
complementary data stored in a memory, as described in
detail above.

According to some embodiments, the method may further
include separating at least one wavelength band from the
directed light, for example, in order to deduce information
from the different wavelength bands as described in detail
above. Therefore, the pattern of polarized light may be cal-
culated in at least one of the separated wavelength bands.

Additionally, according to some embodiments of the
present invention the method may include detecting inclina-
tion and/or motion of apparatus 10, thus, for example,
enabling compensation for deviated inclination of apparatus
10 when calculating location of a celestial body. In some
embodiments, a device may be moved along for example one
or more axis, such as for example one of six degree of free-
dom with a reference to celestial system, and a calculation
may be made of the movement of the device relative to the
celestial body. For example, a device may be attached to a
moving vehicle and the direction, movement or position of
the vehicle may be derived by comparing polarization pat-
terns at various times while the vehicle is in motion.

Reference is now made to FIGS. 6A to 6D illustrating three
examples of the system, or apparatus, for determining loca-
tion of a celestial body (e.g. the Sun, Moon or bright stars).
FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrate system 10 based on a typical
camera unit 100 including a light detector array 220, an
optical lens system 110, and including a full or partial polar-
ization filter 120 respectively. The polarization filter 120 may
be configured as a radial polarization filter, a tangential polar-
ization filter or a combination of both filter types, as well as
may have various other polarization patterns including, but
not limited to, rings pattern, matrix, pizza slides, pattern of
lines etc. FIG. 6C exemplifies how the principles of the
present invention can be used being embedded in a hand-held
computing device 600 (e.g. smartphone, tablet computer, lap-
top or any other computing device having an associated a
camera unit, and/or light sensors and/or digital and/or ana-
logue link with the apparatus 10). FIG. 6D illustrates one
other configuration of the system 10 according to the present
invention which includes a polarization filter 120 configured
to include at least two filter cells having different polarization
orientations and a sensor unit 220 including at least two light
sensitive regions.

The polarization filter 120 of system 10 shown in FIGS. 6A
and 6B may be located in the input aperture of the lens system,
while being attached to the lens system 110 being or being
embedded within the lens system 110; or may be located
downstream ofthe lens system close to the detector array 220.
It should be understood, however, that the provision of the
optical system is optional. It should be noted that the system
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10 can be based on any camera unit including, but not limited
to, portable hand held camera unit, web-camera unit, CCTV
camera, analogue camera, digital camera, PTZ camera, sta-
bilized payload camera or any other type of camera unit. In
some embodiments exemplified in FIG. 6A, the polarizer
filter 120 is configured to match the dimensions and geometry
of the entire effective aperture defined by the system (e.g.
input pupil) being located in a certain plane along an optical
path of the collected light or light being collected, thereby
affecting all of the collected light components. According to
some other embodiments, as shown in FIG. 6B, the polarizer
filter 120 may be configured to cover a portion of the effective
aperture of the system, thereby affecting only some compo-
nents of the collected light. In this case, only a certain region
of'the camera image sensor 220 is used to detect light affected
by the polarizer, while other regions of the sensor are used to
provide standard image data (configured to fulfill the main
camera application).

Preferably, the lens system 110 is capable of macro imag-
ing, i.e. is capable of focusing on object located in close
proximity to the camera unit or capable of focusing on object
located in far distance and/or with zooming capabilities. The
system may utilize a telecentric lens having a narrow field of
view and/or a large aperture setting in order to increase the
amount of collected light entering the camera system. Utiliz-
ing narrow field of view of the lens system 110 can provide an
increased azimuthal resolution for determining location of
the selected celestial body by apparatus 10. It should be
understood that the same is true about the field of view of the
system having no focusing arrangement at all, as the case may
be. Indeed, the field of view of a light detection system may
just be defined by the shape and dimension of an input aper-
ture or generally an optical window. The polarizer may itself
constitute such optical window or may be placed between the
optical window and the detector (irrespective of whether
there is intermediate optics or not).

FIG. 6C illustrates a hand held electronic/computing
device 600 (e.g. smartphone, tablet computer etc.) having an
integral camera unit including a sensor array 220. The device
is configured according to the invention to implement navi-
gational data collection. To this end, the device 600 is
equipped with a polarizer unit 120, configured as described
above, and arranged to affect light components 660 being
collected by the camera unit of the device 600. As indicated
above, the polarizer 120 may be configured to affect all of the
collected light components 660 or only a part thereof. In case
the polarizer unit 120 covers only a part of the effective
aperture of the camera unit, some pixels (sensor elements) of
the sensor array 220 are dedicated for the navigational pur-
poses of the present invention while other sensor elements
can concurrently provide other image data. According to
some embodiments, an optical system 110 is located between
the polarizer 120 and the sensor array, and such optical sys-
tem may for example be configured to enable light collection
from at least two different fields of view. The optical system
110 may include a prism-like optical system, beam splitter,
mirror arrangement or other optical assemblies/elements con-
figured to combine light components coming from different
fields of view/different directions. The optical system 110
may be configured to project light components coming from
different fields of view on the same or different regions of the
sensor unit 220 to thereby provide overlay image or separated
images of different fields of view captured by the camera unit.
For example, system 10 may be configured to provide imag-
ing of a selected field of view of a scene located at a general
direction 640 associated with the horizon (horizon field of
view) while collect light components 660 coming from above
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(the Sky) and passing through the polarizer unit 120 for
identifying the location of the Sun (or the Moon or other
celestial body) and calculate therefrom various navigational
information. To this end, the hand held computing device 600
includes a processor utility (software product) associated
with a certain application program interface as well as user
interface. It should be understood that utilizing modern smart
phone/computer devices, such software product may be
downloadable from a server (WebSite) via a communication
network (i.e. the Internet) and/or operate via network connec-
tion. The processor utility is configured to process image data
as described above for calculation of navigational informa-
tion, time, location, true north, as well as distances between
geographical objects, flying objects and/or other celestial
bodies (e.g. lunar distance) and/or the distance combination
between objects. This navigation-related data may be pre-
sented to an operator/user (on the display of the device 600
via the user interface) together with collected image data of
the scene, and/or stored or transmitted via a data communi-
cation network.

FIG. 6D illustrates one other example of a system 10
according to embodiments of the present invention. System
10 includes three identical units 10a (each configured as the
apparatus described above) oriented with a predetermined
certain angle of orientation with respect to each other. Each
unit 10a includes two light sensor cells 220a and 2205 and a
polarization filter unit 120. The polarization filter unit 120
includes two filter cells 125 and 126 each configured to allow
passage of light of different polarization orientation. The
sensor cells 220a and 22056 are configured to detect light
transmitted through corresponding filter cell such that each of
the sensor cells detects light of different polarization orienta-
tion. Any of the units 10qa or sensor cells 220a or 2205 may be
associated with an additional optical unit (e.g. prism, beam
splitter, polarizing beam splitter, mirror arrangement and/or
other optical configuration) configured to provide image
overlay and/or divide the received light into the sensor and/or
number of sensors.

To this end each of units 10a may be used according to the
present invention, however such unit may provide data which
includes some uncertainty of the position of the celestial body
to be located. For example, a use of a single unit 10a accord-
ing to this example, by itself, may provide information about
the angular (azimuthal) position of the corresponding celes-
tial body being at resolution of one milliradians with respect
to a predetermined direction (selected by the orientation of
the unit). A combination of two or more such units 10a can
provide faster and more accurate data regarding the location
of'the corresponding celestial body. This information may be
used to determine the global location and the north azimuth
headings of the apparatus 10. In some embodiments a com-
bination of two or more units 10a provides the apparatus 10 to
operate on the analogue domain, where the atmospheric light
is converted to analogue signal (Voltage) with no time delay.
Analog processing or the generated data can provide an
instantaneous output in Voltage.

Determination of azimuthal location of a selected celestial
body, e.g. the sun, using system 10 as shown in FIGS. 6A-6B
or FIGS. 6C-6D may be performed by orienting the field of
view of system 10 to collect atmospheric (ambient) light and
processing image data corresponding to polarization inten-
sity pattern of collected atmospheric light. The direction in
which light is collected by the apparatus 10 can be derived
from the zenith, i.e. at elevation orientation of 90° with
respect to the horizon, and/or from the horizon at elevation
orientation of 0° with respect to the horizon, and/or at any
angle, including negative angle with respect to the horizon.
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Accordingly, apparatus 10 may be used to determined loca-
tion of a celestial body from the ground, looking up at a
certain angle, or being airborne or space-borne by directing
the apparatus to the ground at a certain angle. It should be
understood that “image data” need not contain any identifi-
able image, and the term “image data” actually corresponds to
output data, a bitmap of a light detection unit. It should be
noted that the corresponding celestial body need not, and is
typically not, within the field of view of the apparatus 10
while collecting input atmospheric (ambient) light. For
example, in case of the sun, the system is capable of deter-
mining the azimuthal orientation of the sun even during an
astronomical twilight where the sun is below the horizon, i.e.
before sunrise and/or after sunrise.

FIGS. 7A to 7D illustrate experimental results of using the
experimental set of the system 10 of the invention. The
images shown in the figures correspond to image data col-
lected by a system substantially similar to that of FIG. 6A to
determine azimuthal location of the Sun and the derivative
true north azimuth of the apparatus 10. FIG. 7A shows a raw
image data captured by the light sensor 220. The image was
taken at 16:48:03 on 2009 Dec. 13; at global location with
latitude of 30.355° and longitude of 35.171°. Image 700
illustrates a light intensity pattern, resulting from passing
collected light through the polarizer unit as described above.
Such light pattern is indicative of a location of the main light
source which is typically the Sun or the Moon being the
selected celestial body to be located. FIG. 7B shows pro-
cessed image data including navigational data determined by
combining the information from the image 700 and the loca-
tion and time were the image 700 has been taken. To this end,
the location of the Sun can be determined in accordance with
the intensity pattern of light as shown in FIG. 7A. Light from
the Sun is scattered from various particles in the atmosphere,
the polarization of the scattered light is generally perpendicu-
lar to a line connecting the particle’s location and the Sun.
Hence, by locating the “Butterfly” patterns shown in the
figure the system determines an axis perpendicular to a line
connecting the bright regions in the image, and can thus
identify the direction in which the Sun is located with respect
to the system. Output information of the system 10 may
include a representation of the processed image 720 as shown
in FIG. 7B, which illustrates an example of output data gen-
erated by a navigational system according to the present
invention. The output data may be presented as an image
indicating the Sun actual azimuth 725 with respect to the
north headings 740 of the system 10. The presented image
may also include additional parameters associated with the
theoretical azimuth of the Sun 710 based on the time mea-
sured by/provided to the system. The true north can be deter-
mined by subtracting the two output parameters 720 and 725.
A geographical representation 750 may also be presented
beside the system 10 outputs, where the system global loca-
tion 747 is defined at the center of the geographical represen-
tation 750, and the angle between the true north 745 and the
orientation of the system’s headings 740 is well defined; in
this example, the angular orientation of the apparatus’ head-
ing is 23.142° east.

FIGS. 7C and 7D illustrate images similar to those of FIGS.
7a and 7B, but taken utilizing a nano scale size fabricated
polarizer unit having a different polarization pattern. FIG. 7C
shows a non-processed image data being a raw bitmap 700
captured by the light sensor 220 at 19:09:32 on 2009 Aug. 2;
at global location with latitude of 30.355° and longitude of
35.171°. FIG. 7D illustrates processed image including navi-
gational data calculated according to the technique of the
present invention as described above.
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Thus the present invention provides a novel technique for
determining location of a selected celestial body (e.g. the Sun
or Moon), which enables accurate calculation of navigation
related parameters based on the determined location.

While certain features of the invention have been illus-
trated and described herein, many modifications, substitu-
tions, changes, and equivalents will now occur to those of
ordinary skill in the art. It is, therefore, to be understood that
the appended claims are intended to cover all such modifica-
tions and changes as fall within the true spirit of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for use in determining location of a celes-
tial body, the apparatus comprising:

apolarizer comprising an array of polarized light filter cells

comprising at least a first polarization direction and a
second polarization direction different from said first
polarization direction, said polarizer thereby producing
polarized light of at least first and second different polar-
izations; and

alight sensor array configured to receive the polarized light

from said polarizer and produce data indicative of a
pattern of at least one of light polarization intensity and
direction, said pattern being indicative of at least one of
azimuth and elevation of the celestial body.

2. An apparatus according to claim 1, comprising a pro-
cessing unit configured and operable to receive and process
said data indicative of the pattern of at least one of light
polarization intensity and direction, to derive therefrom a
polarization pattern, and utilizing the polarization pattern to
determine said at least one of azimuth and elevation of the
celestial body.

3. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the sensor
array is configured to provide said data indicative of the
pattern of at least one of light polarization intensity and direc-
tion in the form of analogue signal corresponding to a differ-
ence in intensity of detected light passed through the filter
cells of different polarization directions.

4. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said second
polarization direction is substantially perpendicular to said
first polarization direction.

5. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said polar-
izer comprises circular array of said polarized filter cells
arranged in the form of co-centric rings.

6. An apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said pro-
cessing unit is configured and operable for calculating at least
one of intensity and direction of collected light polarization
by measuring a difference between light intensity received
through polarized filter cell having said first polarization
direction and light intensity received through polarized filter
cell having said second polarization direction and for deriving
said polarization pattern based on said calculations.

7. An apparatus according to claim 1, comprising a wave-
length selective filter configured to separate at least one wave-
length band from the input light.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

16

8. An apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said pro-
cessing unit is configured and operable for calculating the
polarization pattern for at least one wavelength band.

9. An apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said wave-
length selective filter comprises one or more groups of filter
cells comprising one or more filter cells configured to allow
passage of at least two wavelength bands different from each
other, each group being associated with corresponding polar-
ized filter.

10. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said polar-
izer comprises at least a region thereof configured as a radial
polarizer.

11. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said polar-
izer comprises at least a region thereof configured as a tan-
gential polarizer.

12. An apparatus according to claim 2, comprising a
memory unit configured and operable for storing comple-
mentary data of at least one of a list comprising a sun path
table, an astronomical chart, a calendar chart, an ephemeris
table, a time standard, a skylight polarization chart, a cali-
brated chart of true north, magnetic north and grid north.

13. An apparatus according to claim 1, comprising an incli-
nometer for detecting the inclination of said apparatus with
respect to a predetermined plane.

14. An apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said pro-
cessing unit is configured and operable for utilizing said at
least one of azimuth and elevation of said celestial body for
determining at least one of the following parameters: (a)
location of said apparatus, (b) time of measurement, (c) head-
ings of said apparatus (d) location of said starts.

15. An apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said pro-
cessing unit is configured for calculating navigational data
based on said at least one of azimuth and elevation of said
celestial body.

16. An apparatus according to claim 1, defining a certain
effective aperture, wherein the polarizer is aligned with the
entire effective aperture.

17. An apparatus according to claim 1, defining a certain
effective aperture, wherein the polarizer is aligned with a part
of the effective aperture, said sensor array thereby concur-
rently producing said data indicative of the pattern of at least
one of light polarization intensity and direction, and data
indicative of an image formed by light passing towards the
sensor array through a part of the effective aperture outside
said part aligned with the polarizer.

18. An apparatus according to claim 1, defining one or
more fields of view and being configured and operable to
concurrently direct light collected with said one or more field
of view onto said light sensor array.

19. An apparatus according to claim 1, comprising an opti-
cal system, said optical system comprising one or more opti-
cal elements accommodated upstream or downstream of the
polarizer, or at both sides of the polarizer.
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